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In grateful appreciation 
The Retirement Systems of Alabama

recognizes:

c l i e n t  a d v i s o r s :

Jesco, inc.

JrB associates, inc.

thompson engineering, inc.

2wr | holmes wilkins architects, inc.

hesm&a
mechanical & electrical engineering

stanley d. lindsey & associates 
structural engineering

casey downing
sculptor

david Braly
mural artist

2007 teachers’ retirement system
B o a r d  o f  c o n t r o l 

the honoraBle paul r. huBBert
chairman

the honoraBle sarah s. swindle
vice chairman

the honoraBle Judy west Bell

the honoraBle susan williams Brown

the honoraBle sallie B. cook

the honoraBle kay e. ivey

the honoraBle J. terry Jenkins

the honoraBle peggy k. lamB

the honoraBle James a. main

the honoraBle Joseph B. morton

the honoraBle carl ponder

the honoraBle Judy l. rigdon 

the honoraBle sharon p. saxon

the honoraBle russell J. twilley

2007 employees’ retirement system
B o a r d  o f  c o n t r o l

the honoraBle BoB riley
chairman

the honoraBle John h. wilkerson, Jr.
vice chairman

the honoraBle mary lou foster

the honoraBle ann s. gant

the honoraBle Jackie B. graham

the honoraBle kay e. ivey

the honoraBle James a. main

the honoraBle c. ronald matthews

the honoraBle roBert s. miller

the honoraBle roBert h. pruit

the honoraBle clyde a. sellers

the honoraBle alice J. thornton

the honoraBle stephen c. walkley

dr. david g. Bronner, ceo

mr. marcus h. reynolds, Jr., deputy director
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David G. Bronner
chief executive officer

the retirement systems of alabama

w e l c o m e  ~ dr. david g. Bronner

B u i l d i n g  h o n o r s  ~ ron Blount

t o u r  &  r e c e p t i o n 
(guides availaBle at elevators)

montgomery skyline
f l o o r  1 2 

cnhi
f l o o r  7

supreme court chamBer conference room
f l o o r  2

honor court 
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The 12-story Retirement Systems of Alabama Dexter Avenue Building offers spectacular views of Montgomery’s 
downtown, the Alabama riverfront, and the state capitol building. Embraced by the 50-foot-high structural glazed grand 
vestibule, the new building encapsulates the former state Judicial Building with its history and beauty. 
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Much of the original building such as old doors, chandeliers, and stone benches has been adapted into the new, show-
casing its history while reflecting Alabama and the RSA’s commitment to continued progress.     
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  Preserving the history of the old courtroom and law 
library, and incorporating it with 12 floors of leasable 
office space, was an architectural, engineering, and 
construction challenge. The design team decided to split 
the structure type, one half is cast in place concrete, and 
the half spanning over the existing building is structural 
steel trusses weighing 300 tons each fully assembled. The 
job was completed without delay or safety incidents.
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The Retirement Systems of Alabama
 gives thanks to these prime contractors:

Auburn Electrical Construction Co., Inc.
Bradley Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
ThyssenKrupp Elevator Americas
Bailey-Harris Construction Company
Jim Parker Building Company, Inc.
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Originally designed as a Scottish Rite Temple in 1926, 

the building of concrete, brick, and Indiana limestone was 

sold to the state in 1932 and converted to house the Su-

preme Court and Appellate Court of Alabama, the attor-

ney general’s office, and the state’s second oldest library, 

the Supreme Court Library. In 1940, the building was ren-

ovated, removing the original Egyptian motif along with 

adding air conditioning, a first for the capitol complex. 

The courts and library moved into the new Heflin-Torbert 

Judicial Building across the street in 1993 and the Judicial 

Building closed its doors in 1994. In 2007, it was acquired 

by the RSA with the intent of restoring and preserving 

part of Alabama’s judicial past while providing premium 

executive office space for  tenants.   

During its history as Alabama’s state Judicial Build-

ing, hundreds of cases were heard by the Alabama Su-

preme Court, several of which were key legal decisions 

such as Sullivan vs. The New York Times, a landmark 

case which dealt with press libel issues, and BMW vs. 

Gore, which dealt with punitive damages limitations. 

Both were later heard and decided by the U.S. Supreme 

Court. The Judicial Building also saw the appointment 

of Justice Oscar Adams as the first African American in 

the history of Alabama to be appointed and elected to 

statewide constitutional office. Judge Annie Lola Price, 

the first woman elected as an appellate court judge, had 

offices in the building, as did Justice Janie L. Shores, the 

first woman to sit on the Alabama Supreme Court.    
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a l a B a m a
C o N s t i t u t i o N
   o f  1 9 0 1  |  p r e a m B l e

we, the people of the  
state of alaBama, in order  
to estaBlish Justice, insure  
domestic tranquility, and  
secure the Blessings of  
liBerty to ourselves and our  
posterity, invoking the favor 
and guidance of almighty 
god, do ordain and estaBlish 
the following constitution 
and form of government  
for the state of alaBama.
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The Honor Court is a representational work of 

landscape art which highlights Alabama’s judicial his-

tory. Entering the court, one is met with the Alabama 

Monument which explains the history of the building 

and the elements within the Honor Court. Shaped 

like the state of Alabama, the court’s boundaries begin 

with the entry steps and flag pole which represent Mo-

bile Bay, and end with the water wall which represents 

the boundary of the Chattahoochee River. Low walls 

are used to define the Tennessee and Mississippi bor-

ders. Montgomery County, “the seat of the Alabama 

Supreme Court,” is shown as a ground element. An in 

ground timeline depicting the years 1930-2000 shows 

the beginning of each Chief Justice’s term and leads off 

to each justice’s life-sized statue and personal history. 

Associate Justices are listed on the serpentine water wall 

and are etched into the stone fountain. Key rulings of 

the courts during these periods, the first four sections of 

the Alabama Constitution, and the Alabama Preamble 

are etched in stone throughout the courtyard.    

“ W e  W e r e  N o t  F i N a l  B e C a u s e  W e  W e r e  i N F a l l i B l e ;
W e  W e r e  i N F a l l i B l e  B e C a u s e  W e  W e r e  F i N a l . ”

                                                                           chief Justice James gorman houston, Jr.
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creator with certain inalienaBle rights; that among these are life,  liBerty and the pursuit of happiness.  |  section 2  people source of power   

A native of Troy, Lucien Dunbibben Gardner gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science degree from the 
State Normal School at Troy in 1894. He earned 
his Bachelor of Arts degree from The University of 
Alabama and graduated from the law department in 
1897. That same year he was admitted to the bar and 
began a law practice in his hometown. 

He served as Register in Chancery from 1898 until 
1903. In 1906, he was elected State Senator of Ala-
bama. Appointed Chancellor of the Southeastern 
Chancery Division in 1907, he was elected to that 
post in 1910, serving until 1914. 

In 1914, Lucien Gardner was appointed Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court by Governor Emmett 
O’Neal to fill the vacancy created when John C. An-
derson was appointed Chief Justice. Thus began his 
career on the court, one that would span a total of 
thirty-seven years, the longest in court history. Gov-
ernor Frank Dixon appointed him Chief Justice in 
1940, again as a successor to Anderson. Gardner 
held that office until 1951 when he resigned because 
of ill health. 

Lucien Gardner married Henrietta Wiley in 1900. 
They had two children, Lucien Dunbibben Gard-
ner, Jr. and Olive Gardner Campbell. 

a s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s
William Holcombe Thomas 1914-1945
Virgil Bouldin 1923-1944
Joel Bascom Brown 1919-1921 
 1927-1953
Arthur Borders Foster 1928-1953
Thomas Edmund Knight 1931-1942
James Edwin Livingston 1940-1951
Thomas Seay Lawson 1942-1972
Davis Fonville Stakely 1943-1945
 1946-1962
Robert Tennent Simpson III 1944-1972
John Lancaster Goodwyn 1951-1968

t W e N t y ~ s e C o N d
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that all political power is inherent in the people, and all free goverments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their Benefit; 
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a s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s
Joel Bascom Brown 1919-1921
 1927-1953
Arthur Borders Foster 1928-1953
Thomas Seay Lawson 1942-1972
Robert Tennent Simpson III 1944-1972
Davis Fonville Stakely 1943-1945
 1946-1962
John Lancaster Goodwyn 1951-1968
Pelham Jones Merrill 1952-1976
Preston Copeland Clayton 1953-1954
James Jefferson Mayfield 1954-1956
Norman Terry Spann 1956-1957
James Samuel Coleman, Jr. 1957-1975
Robert Bernard Harwood 1962-1975
John Peter Kohn 1968
James Nelson Bloodworth 1968-1980
Alva Hugh Maddox 1969-2001
Daniel Thompson McCall, Jr. 1969-1975

A native of Notasulga in Macon County, Alabama, 
he was the son of Stella Elizabeth (Burks) Livingston 
and James Cooper Livingston of Macon County.

Chief Justice Livingston attended the public schools 
of Macon County and Alabama Polytechnic Insti-
tute (Auburn University). He obtained his law de-
gree from the University of Alabama in 1918 and was 
commissioned a 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Army. He was 
one of five brothers who served during World War I.

After serving in the U.S. Army, he practiced law in 
Tuscaloosa as partner in the firm of Livingston and 
Smith from 1919 to 1920 and with Livingston, 
Smith and Livingston from 1920 to 1940. He was 
part-time Instructor of Law at The University of 
Alabama for 18 years (1922-1940); elected Associ-
ate Justice of the Supreme Court in 1940; reelected 
in 1946; appointed Chief Justice on February 28, 
1951, to fill the unexpired term of Chief Justice 
Lucien Gardner, who had retired due to ill health; 
and reelected Chief Justice in 1952, 1958, and 1964, 
without opposition. 

On December 27, 1913, J. Ed Livingston married 
Marie Wise of Lafayette, Alabama. They had two 
sons, Willard Wise Livingston and Edwin Burks 
Livingston.

t W e N t y ~ t h i r d
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society, denomination, or mode of worship; that no one shall Be compelled By law to attend any place of worship; nor to pay any tithes, taxes, or other 

A native of Tuscumbia, he was the son of Reverend 
Marvin R. Heflin and Louise D. Strudwick Heflin. 
He was a graduate of Colbert County High School, 
Birmingham Southern College, and The University 
of Alabama School of Law. He was a past president 
of the Alabama State Bar and the first recipient of 
the Daniel J. Meador Award given by The University 
of Alabama School of Law.

In 1973, he received the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award from The University of Alabama and Bir-
mingham Southern College and the Herbert Lin-
coln Harley Award of the American Judicature Soci-
ety. In 1974, he was elected to the Alabama Academy 
of Honor and selected as “1975 ABA Citizen of the 
Year” by the Alabama Broadcasters Association. He 
served in the Marine Corps during World War II, 
was wounded twice, and was awarded the Silver Star 
medal. He served on the faculty of The University of 
Alabama and Florence State University, and was very 
active in improving public education. Following his 
service in the Alabama Supreme Court he served 
three terms in the United States Senate.

Howell Heflin married the former Elizabeth 
Ann Carmichael of Tuscumbia, and they had one 
son, Howell Thomas (Tom) Heflin, Jr.

a s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s
Thomas Seay Lawson 1942-1972
Robert Tennent Simpson III 1944-1972
Pelham Jones Merrill 1952-1976
James Samuel Coleman, Jr. 1957-1975
Robert Bernard Harwood 1962-1975
James Nelson Bloodworth 1968-1980
Alva Hugh Maddox 1969-2001
Daniel Thompson McCall, Jr. 1969-1975
Ormond Somerville, Jr. 1972
James Hardin Faulkner 1972-1986
Richard Lester Jones 1972-1991
Reneau Pearson Almon 1975-1999
Janie Ledlow Shores 1975-1999
Thomas Eric Embry 1975-1985
Samuel Alston Beatty 1976-1989

t W e N t y ~ F o u r t h
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rate for Building or repairing any place of worship, or for maintaining any minister or ministry; that no religious test shall Be required as a qualification  
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a s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s
James Nelson Bloodworth 1968-1980
Alva Hugh Maddox 1969-2001
James Hardin Faulkner 1972-1986
Richard Lester Jones 1972-1991
Reneau Pearson Almon 1975-1999
Janie Ledlow Shores 1975-1999
Thomas Eric Embry 1975-1985
Samuel Alston Beatty 1976-1989
Oscar William Adams, Jr. 1980-1993
James Gorman Houston, Jr. 1985-2005
Henry Bascom Steagall II 1986-1995

A native of Opelika, Alabama, he is the son of Clem-
ent C. Torbert and Lynda Meadows Torbert. He was 
educated in the Opelika Public Schools. He attend-
ed the United States Naval Academy and received 
his B.S. degree from Auburn University in 1951. 
He studied law at the University of Maryland and 
graduated from The University of Alabama School 
of Law in 1954. He served in the United States Air 
Force attaining the rank of captain. 

Torbert practiced law in Opelika from 1954 until 
1977. He was elected to the Alabama Legislature 
in 1958, designated by the Capitol Press Corps as 
“The Most Outstanding Freshman Legislator.” He 
was elected to the Alabama Senate in 1966 and 
served two terms. In 1969, the Capitol Press Corps 
designated him “Most Effective Senator.” Chief 
Justice Torbert held numerous national offices, 
including, President of the National Conference 
of Chief Justices, Chairman of the National Cen-
ter for State Courts, and the Chairman of the State 
Justice Institute. He was elected to the Alabama 
Academy of Honor. 

Torbert is married to the former Gene Hunt of 
Auburn. They have three children: Mary Dixon 
Torbert, Shealy Torbert Cook, and Clement Clay 
Torbert III, and 5 grandchildren.

t W e N t y ~ F i F t h
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the press; and any person may speak, write, and puBlish his sentiments on all suBJects, Being responsiBle for the aBuse of that liBerty.

a s s o c i a t e  J u s t i c e s
Alva Hugh Maddox 1969-2001
Richard Lester Jones 1972-1991
Reneau Pearson Almon 1975-1999
Janie Ledlow Shores 1975-1999
Oscar William Adams, Jr. 1980-1993
James Gorman Houston, Jr. 1985-2005
Henry Bascom Steagall II 1986-1995
Mark Kennedy 1989-1999
Kenneth Frank Ingram 1991-1997
Ralph Delano Cook 1993-2001

Born in Montgomery, Alabama, he is the son of 
Ernest Arnold Hornsby and Kate Clayton Horn-
sby. A 1955 graduate of Tallassee High School, he 
received his B.A. degree from Auburn University 
and his juris doctor degree from The University of 
Alabama School of Law in 1960.

After law school he served as assistant superinten-
dent of the State Department of Insurance during 
the term of the Patterson Administration. From 
1962-1966, he served as state senator represent-
ing Tallapoosa and Elmore counties. He practiced 
law for 28 years in Tallassee where he was city at-
torney and city judge. He was senior partner in the 
three member law firm, Hornsby & Schmitt. He 
served as president of the Alabama Trial Lawyers 
Association, 1972-1973, and president of the Ala-
bama State Bar, 1977-1978. In 1987, Chief Justice 
Hornsby was listed in the second edition of “The 
Best Lawyers in America,” as one of the 32 best 
lawyers in Alabama in the category of personal in-
jury litigation. 

Chief Justice Hornsby married the former Judy 
O’Daniel of Tallassee and they have three chil-
dren, all lawyers: Clay Hornsby, Emily Nelson, 
and Allison Deison, and seven grandchildren.

t W e N t y ~ s i x t h
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From 1940-1993, 
the Supreme Court 
heard hundreds  
of cases in this  
imposing and 
elegantly detailed 
chamber which  
lies at the heart  
of the building.  
Now restored  
to its original  
grandeur, it will  
be utilized as a  
conference room  
for tenants.
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   Class A office space

   covered executive parking

   24/7 security

   column-free layout

   tenant specific configuration of office space

   state-of-the-art climate controls

   9 passenger elevators

   landscaped terraces & private executive balconies

   multi-purpose conference center

   courtyard and tenant break area

  above standard electrical systems
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deCor
   finest woods

   limestone

   granite

   marble

   stainless steel

   dramatic, 4-story 
lobby/atrium with 
high limestone walls 
and a grand staircase

  programmable  
rooftop beacon
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 The translucent, honey-
colored onyx wall in the 
central atrium lobby 
spans four stories and 
visually links the old 
building with the new.

Mural by David Braly 
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“The RSA has been a great supporter  
from CNHI’s very beginning. This latest  
headquarters move is another example 
of the positive relationship between us.”

~ Donna Barrett
president and ceo of cnhi
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CNHI is one of the leading publishers of  
local news and information in the United States. 
Its newspapers, television stations, web sites  
and niche publications serve more than  
150 communities in 24 states. The CNHI  
headquarters is comprised of 70 employees.
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BB&T Corporation, headquartered  
in Winston-Salem, NC, is among  
the nation’s tenth largest financial-
holding company with $159 billion  
in assets. With more than 30,000  
employees, BB&T operates  
approximately 1,800 financial  
centers in the Carolinas, Virginia, 
West Virginia, Kentucky, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Maryland, Florida,  
Alabama, Indiana, Texas and  
Washington, D.C.
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Fabulous views of the city are seen  
from all four sides of the twelfth floor. 
The central floor is bathed in light cast 
from the glassed-in roof 's center. The 
twelfth floor is leasable for full-time  
tenants or as an entertainment venue.
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